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pleased for a moment to close thy envy-dimmed eyes,
and to consider the following suggestions. His action in
creation is indeed solely caused by compassion; but the
idea of a creation which shall consist only of happiness is
inconsistent with the nature of things, since there cannot
but arise eventual differences from the different results
which will ripen from the good or evil actions of the beings
who are to be created. Ner need you object that this
would interfere with God's own independence [as' He
would thus seem to depend on others* actions], since there
is the well-known saying, " One's own. body does not
hinder one;" nay rather it helps to carry out one's aims;l
and for this there is authority in such passages of the
Veda as that (in the Sveta^vatara Upanishad, iii. 2), "There
is one Rudra only; he admits 2 not of a second," &c. " But
then how will you remedy your deadly sickness of reason-
ing in a circle ? [for you have to prove the Veda by the
authority of God, and then again you have to prove God's
existence by the Veda"]. We reply, that we defy you to
point out any reasoning in a circle in our argument. Do
you suspect this e: reciprocal dependence of each/' which
you call " reasoning in a circle," in regard to their being
produced or in regard to their being known ?s It cannot
be the former, for though the production of the Veda is
dependent on God, still as God Himself is eternal, there
is no possibility of- Sis being produced; nor can it be in
regard to their being known, for even if our knowledge
of God were dependent on the Veda, the Veda might be
learned from some other source; nor, again, can it be in
regard to the knowledge of the non-eternity of the Veda,
for the non-eternity of the Veda is easily perceived by
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